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4. Th: Advantages of the Scrip- 


ture Revelation conſidered. ' = 
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What Advantage then hath the Jew ? Or whit 


Profit ts there of Circamcifion? Much every 
Way ; chiefly becauſe that anto them were com- 


* 


mitted the Oracles of GOD. 


5 a2] H E Jens, asit is manifeſt from. 
= oy} all the Goſpel Hiſtory, were a 
# Nation, ful] of their own Worth, 
& andExcellcncy ; and aſſare4of the 
divine Favour and ACcepiance,, 
' on account of the peculiar Privie 
leges which they had long enjoyed above all _ 
the Nations of the Earth, _ This Pride and. 


_ Self conceit carried them to deſp.tc and con-" 


demn 
Fer 


% 


 demn every Man that was not of their Re- 
ligicn, as 7zejetfed of GOD, and beneath 
their Notice and Converſation, let his moral 
Qualifications be what they would. © When 

_ they heard of Salvation publiſhed and offered 

' £0 all Men, thro? Repentance towards G O D, 
and Faith in the Lord JesUs CHRIST, 
without any Diſtintion, it mortified their 
hanghty Minds to that Degree, thar, rather 
than be put ona Level with the reſt of the. 
World, they o-/trnztely ſhur their Eyes againſt 
the Light of the Goſpel, and refuſed toac- 
knowledge ChHrisT]Esvs avthe promi- 
Jed MESSIA, notwithſtanding the mani- 
fold glaring Teſtimonies he gave unto them | 

of his divine Miſſon. It is with a View of 

convincing his Countrymen of their Error 
and. Fo#y, - in this ReſpeR, that. Pau! penn'd 

this Epiſtle to the Romans, Herein he en-. 

deavours ro ſhew them, that neither Jew 

nor Geztile, had any Right and Title to the 

Favour of G'O D, on account cf any Works 

 - of their own, lince both were alike involved: 
\ IN a State of Guilt, and had rendered them= 
| {.Ilves obnoxious to Condemnation and Wrath ; 
thatit wasanabſurd and vain Thing for them - 


ro buoy themſeiyes up on that peſferrve Law 
GOD had given them, as tho? their Obſer-. 
Vance of the exteral Rites of that, would 

© atone for their Immoraiiiztes;, GOD, he tells 

| them, was no ſuch Rejjedter of Perions, ou Ty 
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would render unto every Man according.to 


his Deeds : The Heathen, who had fo othei 
Law, but that of Natare and Reaſon, ſhoul 
be judged and fentenced according to the 


| Tenor of the Law they were under; and the 
| Jews ſhould be tried and condemned, it 


Tranſgreſſors, by that wrizren Law they 
were under. Cap. 1i. 12. For as many as have 


finned without Law, ſhall alſo periſh without Law ; 


and as many as have ſinned in the Law, ſhall be 


_ Judged by the Law. And foraſmuch as the 
| Jews were ſo ready to boaſt of their Iztereſt in 


GOD, as their GOD, andG to glory in the: 
Light and Knowledge they received from 
tha: Law, which G O D had fo graciouſly gi- 
ven them : He lets them know, they onght ro 
conſider rhat t heir oral Condutt ſhould on this 
Account be the more virtuons; and their Immo- 


rality would be deemed more heinous and ag- 
gravated, from the 17th toche 24th Verſe, He. 


ailures them, 1t wasSrthe Heart and Life G O D 
principally looked to ; and that he would form, 


| his Judgment of Men from the Diſpoſi:i0n of the 


one, and the Curſe of the other, If that was 
naught, GOD would make no Account of 
any religious Privileges enjoy'd, bur would 
regard the Jew ao more than a Heathen ; and 
if thar was gol, the honeſt and virtuous 
Heathen ſhould be accepied of, and reſpected. 
by GOD, as well as the Jew; and riſe up 
10 Judgment againſt them, and condema their, 
OO EE En rnd torts on ge, Diſobedicnce. 


YT 


| Difobedi ence. For it was not an cutward Profe(- 
ſion, nortbe bearing any external CoveyantSign, 
that conlticured a J-w acceptable and well- 
pleaſing 18 G OD? Sight; but inward Holi- 
eſs, and Purity, of Heart alone, whatever 
ien thought or ſpake of it, would Pas 
him Praile- worthy to G © D:©:.- This 1 
Parl's reaſoning from the 25th Verſe of the 
2d Chapter. For Circumaſioa verily profiteth 
if thoa keep the Law, bat if tow be 's Breaker of 
the Law, Y- iT, Circumcift wn is made Uncircamat-. 
fon; i. e. tho? circumciſed, thou ſhalt be 
looked upon in the ſame Condition with an 
_Uncircumciled Hearhen, 1 herefore if the Uns 
circumciſion keep the Riahteoujaeſs of the Law 
£. e. Oblerve thoſe moral Preceprs Sealed 
in the Law of Moſes, {hall not bis Unitrcum- 
ciſion be coanted for Circumciſion? 1. e. Shall he 
not be accepted of GOD, as well as tho? 
he were circumciſed ? oc. The 3d Chap- 
ter begins wich obviating an Objection thar 
ſeermcd to hie againft the preceding. Wa ay of 
reaſoning, and Pax! was too cloſe an Ar- 
- Buer, and 09 intent upon cltabliſhing the 
foregoing Doctrine, to let it pats unobſerved. 
I bat AAVant {490 then hatn the Jew : ? Or what 
P:ofit is tvere of Circa mEl(com? 7, e. If this be. 
the Cafe, thar the Jew, whoſe Heart is vicie 
ous, and Lite immoral, ſhall fad no particu-. 
lar Feubar wirh G O D, on account of his 
| external Privileges, whers is the Penefir of be. 
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ing of that Nation? - What doth it Cigniſy; 


whether a Van be bora a Jew or a Gentile? 


To what Uſe and Purpoſe is it to endure 
the painful Operation of Circzmciſion? and to: 
carry about inthe Fleſh 1har Mark of being 
10 ſpeczal Covenant wih GOD? Mauch every 


Way. It is of greas. Service on all Accounts ; 


tho? I hall mcarion this alone now, as chief, 
becauſe that anto them were committed the Qracles 


_ of GOD; they alone were entruſted with: 


the z7ſpired Writings of Moſes, in which 
GOD was pleaſed co make a Declaration of 
kis Mind and Will. | ” 

Tuaex Words plaioly repreſent unto us the 
ereat Advantage of an, external Revelation 


from GOD ; which Paul thought a ipes © | 
Clal Privilege, which the circumciled Jew en», * 


joyed, and ailerts to be ot great Service and 
Profit to that Nation. And if the Jew ought 
to look upoa the Revel1tion he enjoy'd, as Ve- 
ry advantageous to him, ſurcly we Chriſtians 


mult look upon the Revelation we have recei- 


ved from CurxisT and his Apoſtles, toge+ 
ther with theirs, as an uoſpeakable Privilege, 
and ſhould prize ir as molt highly beneficia 

to us. A Diſcourſe on {uch a Subje£t_ can 
be at no Time unſuitable to a Chriftian Aus 


ditory, and in this our Day, it muſt be e- 

ſeemed very ſca/on4ble, | when it is become a 

_ Prevailing Mode to run dewn the Bible, as a 
Wie - ; ba > «3: | 5d « £ 4 4 Fc 4 P 
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the Goſpel Revelation ; who in his Providence 


ro call you to the Knowledge of it; which 
| he hath lefr the greateſt Part of our Race 
deſtitute of; your Time and my Labour Ccan-' 
not be thought to be loſt. Let us then ſo- 


Fa *, 
F : 4 "> 
( 8 | ) 


very needleſs Book, and to ſpeak of the Scrip- 


tures with Scorn and Contempr, Should I be 
able ro ler you ſee the abundant Reaſon you 
have for Thankfulneſs to a good G OD, for 


hath been ſo diſtinguiſhingly kind ro you, as 


berly and {criouſly conſider in a particular 


Manner, the great Aavantage and Profit we. 


enjoy, by having the facred Oracles of GOD 
committed to us. 

 FErft. Witun reſpet to Moral Duties, 
we are taught by the Scripture Revelation 
the Knowledge of them, with ore Eaſe, in 


leſs Time, and to a greater Exatnefs, than 


we could poſſibly expe to be, by mere un- 


aſſiſted Reaſon. And if this Aſſertion be_ 
| made good, we mult preſently ſee che great 
Advantage of the Scripture Revelation, and 


conclude ourſelves peculiarly bleſs?d of G O D, 
in being admitted to the Enjoy ment of it, 


\ Tr would be reckoned, 1 krow, an Out of 
thr Way Thing, at this Time of Day, to de- 
Preciate and run down watural Realon: And. 
. am ſure I ſhould be the laſt Man, that 
-ould kncwisgly te guilty of it. I rejoice | 
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to fee the Day, when Men begin tobe ſenfi- 
ble of the Dignity of Human Nature, and how 
far they are exalted in the Rank of create 
Beings, above Yorks and Stores and Br utes 5 
hoping this Light and Knowledge will lep 
them ſee whar grear Things are expected by 
their All-wife Maker, from ſuch Creatures z 
and how wuch th:y vilify and a& beneath 


_ themſelves, when they ſivx like Beaſts, Ree 


fon, I freely allow, is our Ornament and Glorr, 


the zobleſ# Part of the Divine Imaze that is en- 


ſtamped upon us; what we can never enough. 
be chrankefol to our All- -gracious Creator for; 
who hereby teacheth us more than the Beaſts of 
the Earth, and maketh us wiſer than the Fowls of 
Heaven, * The right Uſe of our ratio. 
nal Powers and Faculties, I acknowleaze, 
would enable us to anſwer the Ends of our 
Creation ; to att becoming our Oblizations to 
G ODour Maker; and would lead us to Hap- 
pineſs and Bliſs, And when I have faid this, 
no Body can imagine that I am any Way an 
Enemy to Reaſon, or would cndeavonr thro? 


Prejadzce, to leffen the Power of ir. Bur yet 


I dare nor exalt the Power of Human Reaſoz 
ſo high, as ro reader Revelatioz entirely need- 
leſs; becauſe it would caſt ſuch a Reflection 


on the Wiſdom of GOD, as1l cannot thitnk of 


4 . © AA. 


* Job xxxv, Il, 
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without Horror, I take it for granted that 
the ſacred Scriptures are of divine Authority ; 
that our Biblcs are the Book of GOD, and 
contain what GOD at ſandry Times, and in 
aivers Manners ſpake in Time paſt unto the Fa- 


thers by the Prophets, and what GOD hath is 


 Phoſe laſt Days ſpoken unto us by his Son *. 


And if this coxfeſſedly divine Revelation 


anlwer no waluable Ends and Purpoſes, 


but what were before attainable by mere un- 


aſſiſted Reaſon, GO D would have aQted a 
vain Part, which cannot be luppoſed of the 
Infinitely wiſe Being. = 


Trex Morals of Chriſtianity are ſuch, as 
that they are no ſooner heard, than ſcen and 
acknowledged to he the Didates of Reaſon ; 
are immediately tound to he fo every Way 
agreeable to the Light of our Natwres, that 
they ſtrike upon us with a double Force, 
They are what every 72eaſonable Being [would 
he bur duly cxerciſe- his natural Powers and 
Faculties] muſt perceive to be his Daty; 
what GOD requires of him, and what be 


ought to do, His Conſcience, if conſulted in 


a proper Manner, could not but t«l] him, that 
70 do jaſily, 0 love Merc), and to Walk humbly 


I" 


—; ; 


b — 


with 
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with GOD *, or, to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly Þ; was what he was obliged to by 
the Law of his Natare. 


BuT then Man's Attiinments in Knows 
ledge of the plaineſl anc m Qlt neceſſary Things, 
are but gradual, ard the Effects of Obſervati- 
on and Experience, He comes tato the World 
deſtitute of all Ideas. Senſatin and Refl-Fiom 
are the rwo great Fourtains, from wheace they 
} areall derived. And for him aſon2, our of 
| . his ow# Mird, to wark up a compleat Syſtem 
of: Moral Duty, there mult be great Labour 
and Lexgth of Time, evea ſuppoſing him in 
a State of Innocence, But if we conlider 
Mankind as fa!ll*z Creatures, in a State of 
-* Corruption and Depravity, naturally inclined 
to be biaaſfd ani govern'd by Appetite, Luſt, 
and Paſſion; generally viciated in their Educa- 
' #0n, 2nd too apt to be led away by evil Ex 
* amples; the Pains that they rake ro know and 
underſtand their Duty, mult be neceſſarily 
greater, and a lozeer lime muſt neceffarily 
; be employed in ſearching and hnding ir out: 
And even with all their Diligence and Study, 
> Pris a thouſand to one, bur they remain igno- 
rant of Joe Points, and miſtaken in «Qh-rs, 


5 * Micah vi. 8. 
T. Tiras 13.11. 
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CR) 
This we find tobe Matter of Fact, that amo one 

the Heathen none ſet up for Philoſophers, or. 

"Teachers of Moral Virtue, till they were ad- 
_vanced in Years; and what Learning they 
| had, was attained by indefatigable Induſtry. 
and b: 3 ravel; and after all, what an imperfit ?. 
what a confuſed Sy Item of Morals is to- be 
tound in any of TS Works? How dark and 
melancholy then muſt be the Caſe of the 
poor common Feople? What Ignorance and 
Error maſt they be involved io, who had 
Hor the Opportunity and Leifare to inform 
'thernſelves, as the Sages had ? And tho? 
among the Heathen and Mahometan Nations 
of the World, at this Time, we may diſ- 
Cover more Light and Knowledge, - as tO 
Moratity, they are platoly indebred to the 
Ciſtian Revelation tor it, which was propa- 
gated throughout the Earth, and to be preacy- 
ed to every Creature under Heaven, And even 
our Modern Deifts and Unbelizvers; ſome cf 
whom mult te allowed to ipeak and write 
We} of Moral Virtue (whether they fee or will 
own it or no) would never have had ſuch clear 
- and ſound Notions of Virtue, had they not 
been born in a Land of L1:ht, and conver- 
1 a and read the Works cf Chriſtians. 


| Bu T now that we have in our Pibles, a 
| alt compleat and perfect Sz {tem of Moral 
. Dutles ; tet betore us in the plaineſt and 
clearef 


6 iy] 


cleareſt Light; recommended ond enforced” 
with the Authority of GOD: A Perfon that 
reads and conſiders the Scriptures, is eaſtly led 
inro the Knowledge of them, and may un- 
derſtand wore with relation to themin a Year, 


than a mere Heathez Can in many. The 
Work is cut out to his Hand, He is ſpared 
the Tie and Trouble of deep Thought and 
Reafozinus; and 1s not perplexed with the 


Differences of Opinions to be found among 
the Writings of their wite Men. Perſprcaity, 


Fulneſs, and Uniformity, are the peculiar Pro- 
pertics of the Chriſtian Scheme of Morality. 
The Duty weare commanded, 1s not hiddes 
from us, neither 1s it far off. Tt ts not in Hea- 
wen, that we ſbould jay, Who ſhall 20 up for us 
to Heaven, ard bring it anto us, that we may hear 
and doit? Neither 15 1t beyond the Sea, that we 
(powld ſay, Who ſhall 29 over the Sea for us, and 
bring it unto 1s, thi: we may hear it and do it? 
but the Word is very agah unto is, in our Mouths, 
and ia our Hearts, that we may do it *, 


AND is it not a very great Advantaze, 
which we obtain from KRevelatzna, that we 


are not |.fr to the long and laborious Search- 
es of ſtrict and clofe Reaſox to know our 


Dury ? Is it not a great Happineſs, which 


£4 
1 
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(22 
' op Enjoy, that. we have it all expoſed to oper 

View 1n the plaineſt and cleareſt Light? we 
are not now oblig'd to examine intb, and 
conſider the Nature and Relation of Things, 
to know what is right and ought to be done; 
or what is wroyg and ought ro be avoided, 
We are nor forced to travel by Sea or Land; 
in order to find out Perſons of Knowledge 
and Experience, by whole entertaining Cox- 
verſation we might be inftrudted in the Prin- 
ciples of Morality and Virtue, We are not 
- put to the Fatigue of tumbling over volumi- 
nous Writings of Azthors, to diſcover the 
Truch; by whoſe falſe Reaſonings we ſhould 
be in perpetual Danger alſo of being mis.led : 
for which Thing a great Part of Mankind | 
are not xaturally qualified ; a great Part could 
not be at the Charge of it; and a great Part 
could not find Leiſure and Opportanity from 
their daily Labour for a Livelihood for doing. 
jt; and thoſe who could, would find Abarn- 

dance of Labour and Time ſpent co little or 
_ no Purpoſe. 


BuT now in the Bible we have Morality 
in all its Parts and Branches, broughr dow 
level to the loweſt Capacities. There we have 
it compriz'd in fo narrow a Compaſs, that the 
moſt buſy Perton in Life, can find Time (if 
_ be ni#) for the Peruſal of it; and there we 
have it fo zraly and exattly hated, that we 

*:"Jo 6 or dr on ns wap I cannot 
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eannot he ſet wrong, if we form ovr Judg- 


ment from thence. Doth not this Revelativn 


then well become the W:/aom, and diſcover 


the Goodneſs of GOD in making it? And 
| have nor we, 1nto whoſe Hands it is put, 
| Reaſon to be thankful to GOD for it? 


Could we diſcover no other Uſe of the Scrip- 


Fare Revelation, yet upon this Account we 

' Wight ſay, we had much Advaztage and Pro- 
ft 1n having committed to us the Oracles ct 
'GOD. : 


Seconaly. REVELAT1 ON gives to us 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſurazce poſſible, not only of 
GOD's Reconcileableneſs, bur that he 1s 7 


CurisT JESUS, attually reconciling the World 
to himſelf, nor tmputing their Treſpaſſes unto 


them *, This is an Happinels, which we can- 


not too much prize, nor be thankful enough 
to GOD for; inaſmuch as the wazxt of this 
Aſſurance cannor buc fill the Mind with fre- 
quent uneaſy Doabts and Fears. | | 


My charitable Sextiments, with reſpect 
to the Unchriſtiaz Part of the World, are 
well known, Ir is my ſettled Opinion, that 
GOD :#s no Reſpetter of Perſons, but in every 
Nation he that jearcth GUD, and. warketa 


h | -n | x 


** 2 Cor, v. 19. 
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Righteouſneſs, will be accepted of him *, The 
fencerely virtuous and good Man, 1n whatever 
| Part of the habitable World he lives, of 
whatever Nation or Religion he be, thro? the 
. Merits of CyuxisT?s Death by the Grace 
of GO D imputed to him, tho? he hath 
never heard of a' Redeemer, and conſequently 
never 6elieved in him, ſhall not mils of a 
Jwitable Reward of that Degree of Virtue and 
Goodaeſs, which he hath been affifted to at- 
tain, | - ” 


-: BuTyetT am far from thinking that we 
Chriſtians are 1n no better Caſe than chey. 
'We have much ſtronger Foundation, for ſolid 
Peace and Comfort of Mind, on Refi:&ton, 
than they can poſſibly he ſuppoſed .to have, 
who are utter Strangers to the Criſtian 
Revelation, © | | - 


- TrarT all Maziizd have finned and fallen 
Nhort of the Glory of GOD; that by theic 
Jniquities, they have forſeited the divine _ 
*Favoar, and rendred themſelves obnoxious 
to his Azger ani Dijpleaſure, is a Truth thar 
-no Man, whether Chriſtian or Heathen, that 
| (knows any Thing at all of GOD aud bim- 
«elf, can poſſibly be ignorant of. He hath a 
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_ Conſcience within him, that will and muſt be 
his Remembrancer in this Reſpea. Thar. he 
- therefore ſtands in need of Pardon and For- 
griveneſs at the Hand ol GOD, is what no 
one can doubt of, For withour G O D's for- 
giving Mercy he mult necel]irily lic under the 
heavy Load of his jutt Wrath. 7 


TrarT Repentance 1s in its own - Nature, 

a xeceſſary Means of Pardon, mult be oh vious 
to every thinking Man. For it 1s impoſh- 
ble to be ſuppoied of an infinitely hely and 
juſt GOD, that he ſhould admit an mpeni- 
tent Offender into his Grace and Favoar ; 
that he ſhould beſtow Forgiveneſs on a rebel- 
lious Creature, who is fo far from being 
ſorry at his «rgrateful and wile Carriage to 
his Maker, that he conrinueth ſtill of the ſame 
obſtinate Spirit and Temper, - Could this be 
ſuppoſed of G OD, his Holizefs might juftly 
be called in queſtion, and he could notbe pro- 
perly ſaid to be of perer Eyes, than to behold 
 Triquity with Approbation *. That Reformati= 
ou and Amendment of Life; a conſtant Study 
and Endeavour to reQity paſt Miſtakes, and 
to walk more circamfpectly for Time to come, 
iS a neceſſary concomitant of a fincete Repen- 
zance, mult be univetfally acknowledged. 
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For how can I he aid to be heartily ſcrry and 


g1teved for that which | am ready and diſ- 
pcS$'d again to commir, and do not fail of 
doing whenever I have Opportunity? Such. 
a Repentance (if it delerves the Name) is a 
ba retac'd Mockery Of the Perſon we have 
offended, and muſt be treated as ſuch, for 
ccriain, by an Al-viſe G OD. 


TrAar this Repentance, this hearty Grief 
and Sorrow for vins Committed, attended 
with a thorough Amendment of Heart and 
Lite, is all the Compenſation, that poor offend-. 
ing Max can make to his offended GO D, 
In order to receive his Pardon, no dottibt can 
be made. Hittierto thinking Men of all 
Parties are agieed, both Chriſtians and Derſts, 


Bur then the Queſtion to be reſolved is, 
whether GOD will accepr of rhzs alope, as a 
ſufficient Atonement ; whether every ſuch pe- 
.nitent Offender can depexd upon, and be aſſs- 
red of, Forgivenels from GOD. This is 


what the Demers of the Chriſtian Revelation 


plcad for. But I take it impoffible to be 
proved to a convinced Sinner's thorough 


Catisfaction, F 


I ALLow the merciful Nature of GOD, 
avhen ſerioully confidered, may afford {ome 
room for Hope, that ſince this is all the Sa-. 

b tisfattion. 


—_ 


C4» 3 


tisfation they can poſſibly make, he will be 


graciouſly pleaſed ro accept it from them. 


I moreover allow that. the merciful D; [pers 


fations of Providence towards them; G O D's 


daily beſtowing upon them a _ Variety 
of Favours and Bleſſings ; his giving FRews 


Rains from Heaven, and fraitf ul Seaſons, fillizd 


their Hearts with Food and Gladne fs *," The{s 
Things, I allow, might #»:l:ne them to 
think, that they ſhould not miſs of pardon- 
1ng Mercy upon their Repentazce., Add to 


this, that GOD hath implanted in our Ni- 
tures a Diſpsfrion ro forgive an offending 
Brother, upon his Repentance; which Diſps: 
fition, as it comes from him, the great 
Author of our Natures, they might conciude 


to be agrecablc to his Own Nature. 


THESE Conſtderatioas ſeem to make for 
a ſure Peace of Mind, in an utcer Stranger 


fo the Gyſpel, tho? he hath tranſgrefſed the 


Law of his Natare, that he ſhall yer be for- 
given upon his Repentanze. i arthele T hings, 
when Conſidered, may be ſufficient to, keep 


| him from Deſparr, and even kindle ſome Ex- 
pettations of Forgiven. is, I think muſt be. 


ranced. Bur that chey were nor ſatisfattory 
LO give perfect Relict and Eafc to their troubled 


_—_—. 
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Conſciences, is manifeſt from hence, that 


not one Soul we know of among them, from 
the Prince ro the Peaſant, from the Phzloſo- 


pher to the Fool, could be content with this 


alone. It was the uiverſal Opinion, (art leaſt 
the univerſal Practice) that ſomething. more. 


than their Repearance was neceſſary to pro- 
Cure the Reſtoration of the Divine Favour. 


Every one therefore betook himſelf ro Ofer- 
ings and Sacrifices, of the moſt precious and 
&jily Things, which they had, to ingratiate 
himfſelt again with the angry Deicy. Whence 


this general Practice aroſe, I will not ſtand 


to derermine ; tho? it ſeems not unlikely to 
be derived from Revelation at firlt, handed 
down by Tradition from Father.to Son, ſince 


the Days of Noav, whom we find immediare- 


ly facrificing, on his coming out of the Ark *. 
This, 1 fay, ſeems not az/ikely, becauſe there 
appea's no toundation In the Nature and Rea- 
ſon of Things, for imagining ſuch propitiatory 
Sacrifices acceptable ro GOD. For what are 
thouſands of Ramuzs, and ten Thouſand Rivers 


of Oy! to him, whoſe are al the Beaſts of the 
| foreſt, and the Cattle upoy a thouſand Hills; 
wheſ- 13 the Earth and the Fulneſs thereef? 


Wherher this be ihe Original of Sacrifices or 


- No, 15 aot material co my preſent Purpoſe. 
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Tt is ſufficient that this PraQtice reigned a- 
mong all Razkts and Degrees of Men, all the 
Heathen World over. 


Now if Repentance alone could by Reaſon 
be diſcovered to be an Atonement fit to be 
depended on for Forgivzneſs and Acceptance 
after Sins committed, it is very ſtrange [it 
1s next to impoſhvle] that there ſhould nor 
one be found among them all [not one of 
their wiſe Men and Phl1ſophers] but what 
ran into this Practice; thar could nor ſatisfy 
himſelf on his Repenrance without it. Ir 1s 
in vain here to urge that a Senſe of Guilt 
will carry Men to the wildeſt Exrravagancies, 
In ſome perti:alar Caſes *ris manifeſt beyond 
all Contradition. For who elſe but a Perſon 
diltracted with Dread and Horror of Mind, 
-would offer ro the compaſſionate Parent of 
Mankind, by way of Propztiation,- his firſt 
born for his Tranizreſfion; the Fruit of his. 
Boy, tor the Sin of his Soul? Bur here you | 
 millt ſuppoſe the whole Heathes World, thus. 
infatuated, (cvgn ihoſe wife and grear Men, 
who art ver Times, when it will ſerve a. 
Purpoſe, ſhall be ſo magnified for- their 
Suſe anl Wi/dom, as to be ſer in Competi- 
. tion with JuSUS Curls T himſelf in this 
Reſpet.) TOY IS 


. _ ? 


To 
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-' Tome the Caſe of the confiderate Fra. 
then. {cems to be this: As they. had the 
moſt manifeſt Tokens of GO D's Goodneſs 
and Mercy in the Diipenfations of his Provs- 
Hence towards them ; which gave them ſozze 
Encouragement to hope; ſo they ſaw Rea- 
fox to conclule the Deity molt holy and juſt , 
a. Being who had the ſtricteſt Regard poflible 

to his Anthority and Laws; who would not 

Fuffer them to be deſpiſed and trample1 upon 
with Impunity; that tho' a private Perſon, 
without any Detriment to himſelf, might often 
'paſs by Injuries and Aﬀeonts, on the bare 
Minor of the Offender, 'yer the Caſe 

-was widely diftcrent 1a the great Cover zor 
of the World; that ſomething extraordinary 

was neceſſary to pacity and appeaſe him ; 

. and therefore to their Repentance they would 

-ftill be adding by way of Atonement, what 

* Jay ia their Power, tho” ar the ſame Time, 

* when they conſulted their Reaſon, they could 

' not place much Tre/# and Confidence herein, 

{And foraſmuch as they had heard of S:crifie 

6-5 to the Dcity, being practiſed 1n Times 

paſt, they would fi be tound 1a rhe Uſe of 

them, tho? they could not tell wnat good 

_—_-*Fad it would ferve. Their Minds theretore 
'. muſt be continually fluctuating berween Hope” 

and Fear; and rheir inward Peace and. Come 
ort upon their Repentance, of Conſequence, 

_ © muſt be conftantiy ebb:ng and flowtng ar heſt, 

SOT 
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Hers then is the Advantage of the Scripo 
ture Revelation, thet we are thereby deliver- 
ed our of this «ncertata State, We Coriſtians 
have the /ame Hope and Reaſon, that the. 
Heathens could entertain; and moreover this 
Aſſurance, that thro! the Grace of GOD, 
Chriſt Jeſus, zafted Death for eviry Man *; 
that by him we have now received the Atone- 
meat +; that GO D' hath ſet him forth to be @ 
Propitiation thro? Fuith in his Blood, to declare 
his Righteouſneſs, for the Remiſſion of Sins that 
are paſt, thro? the Forbearance of G O D, to de- 
clare, I ſay, at this Time his Righteouſneſs, that 
| he might be juſt, and the Fuſtifier of him that be- 
Lieveth in Jeſus $. This isan Encouragement 
to Repentance the Heathen World knows nor. 
+ In the Goſpel we behold with open Face the 
offended Maje/ty of Heaven, fitting on a 
Throne of Mercy, and holding out the Sceptre 
of Grace, calling, laviting, and entreating 
Sinners to return to their Duty and Allegt- 
ance to him, thro Ciriff, We cannot only 
ſay with the Heathen Nizevites, Let us tury 
every one from His evil Way, and from the Vie- 
leace that is in our Hanas, who can tell, if GOD 
will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce 
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Anger, that me periſh not *? But we know | 
thai if we confeſs our Sins, GOD i#s faithful 


| and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe 

ws from all Unrighteouſneſs h&. This is a are 
Foundation of Feace and Comfort to a Peni- 
tent Believer's Mind, which Heatheys are 
unacquainted with. And is it a ſmall Thing 
now to be favour'd with the Scr/prare Revelati- 
on? Would any Perſon, thar knows what 
the Goſpel 1s, wiſh to be an anbaprized 
Heather, ? | 


© Thirdly. A larger Portion of the Grace 
and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of GOD, 

is a conſtant Attendant of the Scripture Re- 

velation, which Conſideration alſo will ſerve 
to endear it the More to us, 


Tr ar our Natares have -received ſome 
conſiderable Alteration for the Worſe, ſince 
they firſt came out of their pure Maker's 
Hands, is a Truth ſo plain and obvinus, as 
Hot to eſcape the Notice of every diſcerning 
Eye: The Heathen World became very 1en- 
fible of it, and I cannot fee how any 
Man, that hath made the leaft Obſervation 
on himſelf, can remain ignorant of it, We 


* Jonah 1ii, 8. 
$ 1 Joni, 9, 
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come into the World [as is viſible to all] under 
great Diſadvantages for Virtue and Goodneſs, 
The corrupted Blood, that runs through rhe 
Veins of Parents, ever fince it was at fir(t 
tainted by the Fall and poltacy of Adam, 
is communica.ed to their Offspring; and Chil- 
dren 1a the general are born, as much Hezrs 
to their Fathers Weakneſſes and vicious In- 
Clinations, as they are to their temporal E/- 
zates, The Parents Foibles and Infirmities, . 
and the Luſts, which they were under the 
peculiar Influences of, as ſoon diſcover them- 
ſelves in common in their Pof ſterity, as the par- 
ticular Features of rheir Faces, And how it may 
be accounted for, 1 ſhall not pretend to ſay, 
yer 1 believe we. mult all ſome itmne or 
other have obſerved, that we #4turally pot 
 feſs_more of the bad, than the goed Qualr- 
72s of thoſe who begar us, and 'brough: us 
forth, This natural Depravity becomes ſoon 
conſirmea and rivetted, by theill Managemznr 
uſed in our Education whilſt Infants, by the 
unreaſonable Fondneſs of Parents, ' or the im- 
prudent Conautt of thole who nurſe us, we 
are looliſhly pamper'd and ingdulz*'d 10 ur 
Appetites and Paſſions, fo that they daily take 
Root, and continually grow {tronger and 
ſtronger within us. And as we grow up, 
the Maltitade of wicked Examples, and the. 
Number of ſenſible Objefts we are daily con- 
verlant with, and the Power of preva!' ng 
D. | Colm 
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Cuſtom, as they find Lufts within us, to 


prompr us to comply with ther Trmprations, 


io they too Ctten mect with an eaſy Vitto- 
ry over 1s, and draw us alive into the Paths 
of Sin, Fh's ſeems to he the common Lot 
of all Mankind; we are all weak and frail, 
naturaRy preze, early encouraged, itrongly 
iempied at all Times 10 Sin aud Vice, 


In this degenerate, depraved State of 


 Hlaman Nature, nothing ſurely is more deſiree 


able, than to be aided and affilted by ſome 
kind and powerful Hand, 1n order to conflict 
with ſo many and great Enemies, There 
can be no conficerate Man for certain, but 
what muſt wiſh tor, and would refolce ft 
receive additional Etrenpih from above; Grae 
from Heaven; tro ſupport lim in walking 


the difficult Paths of Wiſdom and Virtue ; 


and to bear him up egairſt ell the Opp (- 


- tion, he conitantiy meets with, It muſt be 


good News to him, to hear that Almiglty 
GOD 1s willing and ready to ſecond his En- 
deaveurs, and 19. bring [111 off Congueror In 
the End, if lie be not wauling to exit hs 
own Powers. _— 


T o aſſert that jt is an inp file Thirg for 


 Alrighty G OD to communicate his Grace 
- and Hceip to our M:nq, there cannot be 


be 


Ed 

be a very abſurd Thing to disbelieve it, 
becauſe we know nor the Hay and Manrer 
in which it is done. Douhtlefſs our All-wife 
Creator, who made us what we are, and 
therefore is perfettly acquainted with our. 
1nward Frame, may have infinite Hazs of 
influencing us, that We are utter Strangers 
' to. - Nay, fo little do we know of ourſelves, 
that we cannot rel] how our own Spirits 
move and act, nor conceive how ſenfible 
Objects are the Occaſion and Means of 
Thoughts ariting wichin ns; and yet we 
are not fo fooliſh to disbelieve the Thing. 
We find by Experience there are Variety of 
Means, by which one Man can influence 
anorher ro do what he would hay. him; 
and ſurely we wil nor, we cannot deny to 
GOD our Maker a Power over us, which 
we find he hail givea us one Over aids 
ther. 


Tis Heathen World faw their Need of 
a ſuperior Power to their ewn, to form 
thelr Minds and Lives to Virtue and Good - 
nels; and theretneattribured the Wiſcom 
and Greatncls, that avy among them attain- 
<d to, unto Divine Influence, vo far 1a their 
Ovintoa was ths Dictrine from being abſurd aud. 
ir#poſoble! There is ons or two Patlſages in 


PLAT ©, oe of the wiſeit of.them to this MB} 


Pu:poſs, which J cannot but lay before you. 
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He introduceth SocrATEs as ſpeaking 
thus to ALC1B1ADEs, T hope, by the Help 
of GO D, that you'and I ſhall become better than 
we are *, And in another Place, wethinks as 
we read in Homer, that M:nerva diſſipated 

the Miff, that covered Diomedes*s Eyes, ſo it 
7s neceſſary G O D ſhould in the firſt Place ſcat- 
fer the Darkneſs that covers your Soul ; and 
afterwards give yor thoſe Remedies that are ne- 
eſſary to put you in @ Condition of diſcerning 
Good ana Evil., for at preſent you know not 
hon to make a Difference between them +, And 
once more: If it pleaſe GO D you will advance 
conſiderably, and in a wery little Time, otherwiſe 
Jour Endeavours will be fruitleſs ||, Doth nor 
now this wife Heathez plainly diſcover what 
great Need he thovght the wiſcſt and beſt 
of Mcn {tood in of Divine Influence and 
- Help? This ſhould make us more willing 
to entertain the ſame Doctrine, when we 
Hind ic molt plainly declared in the Scrip- 
fure Revelation, (irice we obſerye the 
- natural Light of Reaſsa gave ſuch Evidence 


ok ir. 
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 * See the Works of PLarto abridy'd in the Engliſh 
Tranjl2tion. Page 29, | 
T. Page -250.. 
| Page 269. 
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THrr FJews were very well appriz'd, not 
only of the Pofoiliry, bur of the Reality of 
GOD's communicating himſelf and Will 
to the Minds of Men; ſince they had fo 
long a Succeſſion of Prophers among them, 
who came unto them Time after Time, by 
_ immediate I/o7ratioz, declaring in the Name 
of GOD, what he required of them, and 
would have them do. And their Notion 
of the Divine Influence was not confined 
to ex!ra97ainwy Occalions, but extended to 
the common ordinary Aﬀairs of a religious 
Life; as is manifclt from thoſe innumera- 
ble Petitions of the Pfaimilt to this Effect, 
Create in me a clean Heart, 0 GOD, ana 
renew 4 11998 Spirit within me, Caſt me not” 
away from thy Preſence, and take not thy Holy 
 Opirit from me *. Open thou mine Eyes, that 
1 may behola wondrons Things out of thy Law, 
Teach me, 0 LORD, the Way of thy Statates, 
Give me Underſtiudin;, Make me togo in the 
Path of thy Commandments, Anuline mine 
Heart unto thy Te(tmonites.. Quicken me in thy 
' Wa) || Of which Expreſſions we cannot 
make any poſſivle 5-ate, unleſs we allow 
of a Divine Concurrence With our own 


* Plilm li. 10-13. 


i Pſalm'cxix. 18. 33, 34+ 35, 36. 
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rational Powers ia the Buſineſs of Religion 
and Vircue, DL? 


W1THp reſpet to the New Teſtament Re- 


. welation, the DoArine of the Co-operation of 


the Spirit of GOD with our own natural Facul- 
res, as to every Step of the Spiritual Life, is io 
interwoven with the Chriftiau Scheme of Sal- 
Vaitton, that I cannot ſee how it can poſhbly 
be taken away Without undermining the 


very Foundations of Chriſtianity, We are 


there told, that if any Man hath not the $pi- 


rit of CuRIisST, be is none of his *, Ex- 
cept a Man be born of the Water and the Spirit, 


he cannot exter into the Kingdom of GOD +. 
We are there faid, to mortify thro? the Spirit 
the Deeds of the Fleſh ||. To be ſirengtbned with 
A12ht thro' the Spirit in the ixzwird Mar, to 
4 GOD?'s iill &. Tobe led by the Spirat 
& GOD 9. Jo be maae an Habitation of 
GON rvroveh the Spirit *, The Holy Spi- 


'FjE is there ſaid to be unto us, @ Spirit of 


* Rom. viii, g. 
T-John.- 081. - 5. 
| kom, viil. 13, 
<4 Eph: 11; 16, 
$ Rom, vii. 14, 
ry - 2:6 Flt Us 224 


Up 
Sandtification *, To purify onr Souls || To 
help our Infirmites F, To dwell in ws , Ard 
abide with us TJ. If theſe Phraſes, and 
many more of the like Nature mutt be fo 
interpreted, as to denote no more ihan the 
bare OQy<rations of our own Minds, 1a a 
aatural Way, without any Divize Tufluence ; 
any Help and ſapernataral Afiſtance from 
GOD; tre Uſe of Words muſt be quite 
loft, and rhe B:vle become a mere Noſe of 
H{7ax, to be turacd into what Shape we pleaſe, 
as beit ſuirs our Inclinations and Fancy. 
This Divine Iafiveace, or theſe Operations of 
the Spirit of GO © on the Mind, I freely 
allow, are and mult be in a Way agreeable 
to Our reaſonable Natures, and every Way 
corliitent with the free Hoency of Man, Our. 
natural Liverty is not hereby deſtroyed, nei- 
ther is the Work of Hol:zeſs done without 
az. Ar the ſame Tine that we are aſſured 
G OI worketh in #s both to will, and to do, _ 
We reud, He are to work out our own Salva _ 
tiou with Fear and Trembling *; which plain- 


b 
ly (hews we are not merely paſlive, uor fo 
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irvef fably ated upon, as tho! we were 
Stocks and Stones. For then there would 


be nothing of Yirtve in what we did, nor 
any room for a Reward, 


W1irH reſpett to the oracious Influences 


_ of the Divine Spirit, they are imparted. in 


various Degrecs and Meaſures to the Chil- 
dren of Men. All are not equally Partakers 
of them, Here GOD aQs like a Sovereign, 
and diſpenſeth his own free Gifts, in what 
Way and Manner, and in what Proportion, and 


to what Perſons he pleaſerh ; and none dare 


ſay to him, What aveſt thou? Or why aveſt 
thou thus? 


THERE is none indced of the whole 


| Human Race entirely dceltiture of theſe D:- 


vine Influences, All Mankind are fo far 
favoured with them, as is zeceſſary to make 
them virtuous and good. They are the 


Effeets of our Bleiſ.d LOR D's meritorious 
Death and Paſſion. And now that be is ex- 


aired, in reward of his S«ferizgs, ro the 


Right Hand of G OD his Father ; the Spirit 
of GOD is put into his Hands, and he 


meketh uſe of him, as fecmeth vim good, - 
to act ſubordinately under him ; 10 carry on. 
the Father's Deſigns of Grace towards an 
Apoſtate World. And foraſmuch as thro? 


the Grace of G O LD, bc taſted Death for every 


Map, 
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Man, in order to render GOD reconciled 
to them on the Terms of the Golpel, he 
rakes care that every Man ſhall have that 
_ Grace beſtowed upon him, as 15 ſ«ficient to 
enable him, if he will z»-prove ir, to be re- 
' Conciled to G OD. 


Bu T notwithſtanding this, the Chriſtian 
hath vaſtly the Advantage of the Heathen in 
this Reſpet; and that on account of the Re- 
velation he enjoyeth. There 1s a peculiar 
Power of the Sprr/7, that always accompanies 


the Word, in order 10 enable thoſe to whom 


Ic is ſeat, to comply with the Contents of 
it. Hence the Word preached and heard 


is Called the Seed of Regeneration *, and 


the Spirit, on account of the quickening, 
Life-giving Power, that 1s 18erent in 1t +, 


BvuwT beſides this powerful Influence of 


the Spirit, which the Word is never without, 
we have by Revelation, an expreſs Promiſe 


irom G OD of the Spirit, on our requeſting 


him, at his Hands; which we are alfo en- 


couraged todo, by a Declaration of GO D's 
Willingneſs and Readinejs ro beltow him, 
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Ask and it ſhall be given you ; ſeek and ye (hall 
find; knock and it ſhall be opened unto you. For 
eviry one that asketh, receiveth; and be that 
feexeth, findeth; and to him that knocketh, it 
(ball be opened, If a Son ſhall ask Bread of any 
of you, that is a Father, will he give him a 
Srope? Or if he as a Fiſh, will he for a Fiſh 
give bim a Serpent? Or if he ſhall ask an Feg 
will he offer him a Scorpion? If ye then bein 
evil, know how to give god Gifts unto jour . 
Children, how much more ſhall your heavenly Fa- - 
zher gtve the Holy Spirit to them that ask him *? 
| So that now having alſo, a great High-Prieſ?, 
that is paſſed into te Heavens for us, JESUS 
the Sen of GOD, one that can be touched 
with the Feeling of our Infir mities, ſince he was 
in all Points tempted live as we are, yet withoat 
| Sin, we may come boldly to the Throne of Grace, 
to obtain Mercy, and find Grace 10 help ia Time” 
of Need |, Which Promiſe the Heathen 
World being deſtitute of, have not the Ex- 
couragement tO ſeek his Divine Influences. 
| by Prayer that Chriſtians have; and there- 
| fore do not obtain ſuch a large Meaſure of 
- his Aſliſtance, which the other by the due 
 Vle of the appointed Means may be ſup-. 
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pos'd to do; as being thereby better dif 
pos'd to receive it. Ne 


Fourthly, ANoTHER Advantage that 
accrues from the Scripture Revelation is, 
that we. have by z, for an Encouragement | 
to Virtue and Goodneſs, and in order ro 
deter. us from the Pract:ce of Vice, an ex- 
preſs 4{ſurince of an immortal Life, after. 
Death, in which the r/g5teozs thill be glv- 
rioully rewarded, and the wicked ſeverely 
puniſhed. | 


SUCH is the preſeat Condition of Human 
Nature, as I intimated above, thro' inbred 
Corruption, wrong Edacation, the Prevalency 
of Exampleand Caſtom, that a Thing appear- 
ing reaſonable to us, 15 NOt a ſu mficiently 
ſtrong InJucemeat to us to practiſe it. No! 
our boaily Apperites and Luſts have fo pow-_ 
erful an Aſcendanc over us, that in order 
to pleaſe and gratify them, we are irequently 
hurried away to Aftions, thy our. Coaſcien- 
ces fly in our Faces, and the L725: of our 
- own Minds ſhew us the Unreaſonableneſs of 
them. To ftem their Torrent, tne Heathes 
Philoſophers laboured hard, and conſtantly 
oppos'd therero, the Contideration of the 
»ative Excellency and Beauty of Virtus, and 
the Diſagreeableneſs of Vice to our reaſonable 
Natures. To preter the indulgiag our fen- 
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ſual Appetites and Afedtions to the complying 
with the DiQates of Reaſor (they ſay well) 
is ating beneath the Digaity of Man, and 


demeaning ourſelves to the Condition of _ 


Brutes, They cften infiſt on the preſent 


#mmeaiate Conſequences of rhe Oze, and the 


Other Courſe; how that a vicious Practice 
1s ever attended with izward Uncaſinels, 
bitter Self. refleQions, and agonizing Fears 
and Dread; on the contrary, that Peace 
and Serenity of Mind, unſpeakable Saril- 
faction .and Pleaſure of Soul upen after: 
thought, was the zeceſſary Attendant on 
Virtue; a Never-failing Conſequence of att- 


ing like Men ; fo that Vice, as its own Puniſh. 


I0ent, Carried always its Sting in its Tail, 


whereas Virive rewarded its Followers with. 
a gooa Conſreience, whole Pleaſures were a 


continual Fealt, And upon this Subje& it 
mult be owned, they talk admirably fine, 
and the reading of their Diſcourſes is a 
profitatle Entertainment to an advanced 
Chrittian. . 


Bur alas! What gnify theſe Arguments 


alone to a Man, who hath no Views beyond 
the preſext Lite and World? Virtue, he 
wou'u ſoon perccive, was not the direct 


Read ro the Honenrs, Profits, and Pleaſures. 
of this Eaith, Wouid he- be rich and 


powertul, and abjc to ſatisfy his Heart's 
We j- Deſire ? 


— . 
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| Defire?. he cannot help ſeeing that he muſt 
nor ſtand on Principles of Juſtice, Honour, 


and Honeſty, but make a Sacrtice of them 


all, whenever they ſtood in his Way. 


And as to the inward Pangs and Remorſe 


of Conſcience which he might hear of, and 
ſometimes feel, as the Conſequence of a_ 


vicious Conduct, he would ſoon find a 


ſafficient Antidote againit them, by giving 


himſelf up to a thoughtleſs Behaviour, and 
an izceſſant Purſuit after, and Indulgence of 
ſerſual Enjoy ments, : 


Ws meet with, 7? zs true, in ſome of 
their Writings, Stories of a future State, 
But what are they ? the vaiu Imaginarions, 
and chimerical Fancies of a poetical Brain, 


dreiſed up in ſuch a fabulous ridiculous | 
Manner, as ſooner to raiſe the Laaghter, 


than command the Fith of a Man of common 
Senſe and Reaſon. 


_ THnrs Piilofophers indeed, talk of a future 
State more gravely, and their "Thoughts a- _ 


bout it, appear plainly to be the Retulr of 


their Reaivn, Someiimes you ſhall hear 

them tajking of rhe 1»2mortality of the Soul, 

in /ach a Strain, and with ſo much /eeming 

_ Corfideiice, as you would think they were 

Juit came {rom reading Sc, Paxl's Epiſtles. 

AF other Times you ſhall fee them helica- 
-.. a 
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ring and ſtumbling, like Perſons groping | 
their Way in the dark, and altogether over- 
whelmed with Do«rs and Deſpoadency, The 


common Frame and Lemper oft their Minds 
ſeems to be this : 


 THrsx vy had ſome probatle pleaſing Hopes, 
fome ford Deſires, ſome Longings after 

Immortality; the Make and Conſtitution of 
Man's Nature; his azder/tanding Power and 
Faculty ; his Lyberty of Altion, gave them 
Reaſon to think him an acconntable Creature, 
and that GOD would ſome time or other 
bring him ro a Trial Fow he had behaved 
in the preſent Life.” The different, anequal 
Diſpenſations of Providence, with relation 
to 2006 and bad Men, feerwd to require ARCS 
ther State, in which GOD more fully 
would diſcover his Love to Virtue, and 
Hatred of Vice, than could be perceived in 
his preſent Government of the World. 
They were therefore izc:ized to entertain a 
© Notion, that there was ſomething in Man 
that would eſcape Corruprion in the Grave, 
and exift when 75s Life and World ſhould 
be no more. But {i Clouds and Darkneſs 
obſcured the adzffayt Profpet; and they 
could. never wort up themſelves by the 
 Strevgth of Reaſon to an aſſured Belief of 
the Happineſs of good Men, and the Mi- 
_ fery of w,cked Mza after Death; and there- 
HE WG |  fors 
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' fore did not recommend the Praftice of 
Virtue, nor diſcourage the PraQtice of 
Vice on avy Motives and Arguments of this 
Nature. - erage 


I CANNOT better expreſs their Con- 
dition, than by relating a Paſſage out of 
CicERro, who ſaw as far, and reaſoned 
as clolely' as any of th? Ancients. In his 
Tuſcala® Diſputations * (as a learned Au- 
thor and Divine tracilates him F, which 
Tranſlation tho? it be not a literal one, yer, 
I think, fully expreſſeth the Senſe) he faith, 
I am not going to utter Oracles, nor give De- 
monſtratioas; but incoaſuderable Man that I am, 
amono many others, I will give you my Gueſs 
as to what as likely, For 1 can go no further 


than Probabilities. Let them talk of Certain. 


ties, who profeſs themſelves to be miſe. Some 


think the Soul is extinguiſhed with the Body. 
' Uthers that it is preſently diſſipated after it hath © 


taken its Leave of the Carcaſe, Others that it 
remains in Being a loug while, Others that it 
laſteth always. Now GOD knows which of 
theſe Opinions 1s true; and walch of them ts 


moſt probable is a great Qyeſtion, And after 


having rejected ihe Opinion that the Soul is 
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_ nothing at all, ſaith he *, 7he Opinions of 
the reſt give us hope, (if this be pleaſing to zonu) 
zhat 14 is peſſible, that the Souls when they part 
from the Bodies may go to Heaven, as to their 
own Houſe, To this his Friend who dil- 
courſeth with bim replies, 1 am very deſirous 
zt ſhould be ſo, amd if it be not, yet I weuld 
feign be perſuaded of it, And upon recom- 
mending PLATo's Treatiſe of the Soul 
to him, his Friend replies, I aſſezt to what 
| he jays, 1 know avot how, while 1 am reading it ; 
but when 1] have laid the Book aſide, ana begin 
zo think with myſelf of the Soul*s Immortal ty, 
all my A(ſent to it ſlides away from me, Thus 
far one of the wiſeſf among the Heather ; 
and by what he lays, we may ſee as in a 
Glaſs the dark, ancertain, variable Condition 
the World without a Revelation was in, 
With reſpett to a future State. 


Bu T now Life and Immortalityare brought 
to Light by the Goſpel, ard we have the 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurance given us trom Heaven, 
that our Exiſtance 1s ſo far from being rer- 
minated by the Limirs of the preſent Lite, 
that it will continve to endleſs Apes alter 
Death. We are allurcd 1n Scripture, that 
GOD hath appointca a Day wherein be will 
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jadge the World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man 
whos he hath. ordained, whereof he hath #iven 
Aſſarance to all Men, in that he hath raiſed him 
from the Dead *®, We expreſly read, the 
Homr is coming, 1n the which a# that are ia 
' their Graves au hear the Voice of the Sor of 
Man, and ſball come forth, they that have 
done good unto the Reſurreition of Life; and 
tbey that have done evil to the Reſurrection of 
Damnation ||, EET bts 


WrHamT a predigious Weight doth the 
certain Revelation of this oze Truth bring 
| to the Cauſe and Intereſt of Virtue in the 
| World? Whar a Spur and Incentive is it? 
| _ How 7zrreſiſtable almoſt, to AQts of Goodneſs, 
when I can extena my Views beyond the 
Grave, and behoid wich an Eye of Fazth,” 
my Saviour with out-ſtretched Arms, hold- 
ing forth an 7mmorta! Crown of Glory, as 
the Reward of my Conltancy and Perſeve-, 
rance therein? What is there poſſibly can 
be put into the Scale of Vice, to counter- 
ballance this? Tell a Man of the Hoaoars 
of the preſent World, and endeavour to 
raiſe his ambitions Views, to. aggrandize 
himſelt at the Expence of all that 15 virtuous 
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and. good ; the Tejfiprerin (cho? at fiſt ir 
might tickle his vain Fancy) yet how mult 
it Joſe its Influence and Fower, when he 
conhiders 1t as an unioubted Truth, that 
whea be dieth, bis Glory ſhall not arjernd alter 
bin * and thatthe fhall riſe out of his Grave 
lo Name and everlaſting Contemips |? What 
R-Jiſh can a Man poſkbly have for carmal 
welights and ſenſu Pleaſures, -when he 
knows and conjiders, that the cerraty arid 
eternal Conſequence will be w# pizg, wailizg, 
26d cxaſving of Teerh? Leta Man be ever 
io Inter ur0n amaſſing rogether the Wealth 
of this World, if his Contcience be ſeriouſly 
conſulted and wade ro aniwer tO this plazy 
Queltion, What is a Man profi ited, if he ſpall 
vain the whole World, and loſe bis own Soul?” 
Ur what. will a Man atrve tn Exch mae for bis 
Soul! 4? } will engage his Courage wall be 
coold, at leaſt tor ihe preſent. 


" A CurisTiaN muſt be notoriouſty 
blind to his own Zatereft, and att thee Parr 
"of a Fool, if in lis judgment and Choice, 
he preſers Vice to Virtue, For who (thar 
3s 1a his Senſes) would willingly ej A 
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little, ſhoct- od temporary D:light and Plea- 
ſure, to bs adjuilged to everlaſting Fire pre- 
pared for the Devil and his. Ang els? Ic is 
therefore that. wicked and vicious Men, $2 
under the Denomination. of Fuo!s 1N Szrip- 
rure. Aur the properelt Term for cerrarn 
it is, to be uſed concerning them, fince 


no Folly in Lite can. be equal to CheAS. 


Is not. this Revelation then of grent P/1- 
fit and Advantage t9 us? What Doubts and 
VUacertaintres (m 2ſt painful and racking} are 
we hereby deltver' trom? Whar Agony 
mult accoinpany the Pangs of Death to a 
conſiderate Man, when he doth not know, 
into whit S-ate his Soul will be iarroductd, 
or what will bezome of him, when he hull 
have breatl'd his latt $295 Earth 2 With 
what 047 faction and Toy m:ghr we well 
ſuppoſe, would the Soul. I the fore named 
Heathes Philoſopher hive been fille, had a 
Per {on Dzen {cnt by G (12-0 Pilt Tris. 11, 
Hands the Goſpel of the Lord JE s- 
(CHRI S Ty To - midſt of his ancertain, 
waveriag Thoughts of a future State ? how 
would the fall Aſſurance he wou'd there 
find, of a glorious and immortal Life after 
ris, for a righ:eous Perſon, have ers'd his 
wroubled Mind, : and kindied inexyreſiiole 
Raprtures of Pleaſure | in his Soul? Whar a 
h:arty Welcome would he have given to the 
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olad Tidings? and what a keen 'Edge would 
1t have fet on his Diligence and Care in ef- 
 pouſing the Cauſe of Virtue ? O Chriſtians! 
we live and ſee that Day of Light and Know- 
ledge, communicated by CyrxisTJxsus, 
which many Kings and Prophets among 
the Jens, and Philoſophers among the Fea. 
then, would have greatly rejoiced, and have 
yen their Crowns, and their al, to have 
een, bur did not ſee it; and we can never 
be zraly ſenſible of our happy Privilege in 
this Reſpett, unleſs we could in ſome 
Meaſure feel the perplexing - Thoughts, 
which the want of it did, and would Oc- 
Caſion. CE OT 


.T wir x conclude this SubjeQ with a 
Reflection or wo. ON. 


Firff, WHAT an awful Reverence, and 
high Eſteem ſhould we have fur our Bibles ? 
how thazkful ſhould we be to GOD for. 
them? how ſhould we make them our daily 
Meditation and Study? and {er ourſelves 
vigorouſly ro the Practice of thoſe Duties 
enjoined. in them? 


Tas Bible, Chriſtians, is the Fund and 
Store-houſe of all ſaving Knowledge ; the 
. Foundation of all our preſent Joy, and the 
Charter of all our fature ExpeQtations and 
oO. | Hopes . 
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Hopes. - Here GOD hath ſhewn us what 
is 200d, and what he requireth of us to be 
ſaved. Here GOD hath laid a ſvre Cor- 
ner-Stone for us to build a ſolid Peace of 
Mind and Conſcience upon. And here he 
hath opened to our f«4 View, ſuch a ra- 
viſhing Scene of Bliſs in azother World, 
as exccers all created Thoughr and Con- 
Ception. 


' AND» doth not this Book of GOD claim 
the greateſt Veneration from us? Shoujd we 
not look upon it, and keep it as a moſt 
facred Depoſitum, the greateſt Truſt which 
the G OD ot Heaven could put into our 
Hands? Ts here not room for eternal Praiſe. 
and Thankfulneſs roan infinitely good GOD, 
that he would fo highly favour us? What 
was all our Race, that the glorious Majeſty 
of Heaven would demeez himſelf ſo low, 
as thus to talk to us on Aﬀairs of the greateſt. 
Moment and Importance to us? What an 
znconſiderable Creature Mag! beneath the 
Almighty's Regards, and unworthy his No- 
tice, What a rebeliows Creature Man! de- 
ſerving of the foreſt Wrath and Vengeance. 
And yet te th:s imconfaaerable, this rebellious 
Creature, did Almighty GOD fo far ſtoop, 
as to make a Revelation of himſelf and Will 
unto him. What were we in theſe Lands, thar 
GOD ſhould pirch upon us from amo"g 
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the Children of Men, to entruſt his ſacred 


Dracles with us, when fo great a Part of 
the Nations of the Earth, are ſtill ſirting 
in Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death ? 
Surely no ſuperior Merit of ours conld 1in- 
duce him hereto. No! it isan Act of met: 
of free, diſtinguiſhing, ſovereign Grace, 
GOD, who in this Reſpect wi! hwve Marcy 
on whom he will-have Marry: and Compaſſion, 
#pon whom he will have Compaſſinn *, -In Tas 
dah is GOD known, his Name is great in 
fracl. In Salem alſo is bis Tabernacle, and 
his Dwelling- Place in Sion. He ſhewerh his 
Word anto Tacob, bis Statates and his Judg- 
ments unto Iſrael; he hath not dealt ſo with. 
any Nation; Und” at for his TJudaments 
they. have not known them Pratje ye Foe 


LORD | 


wv REA Book in the World like the 
Bible deſerves our refs Reading, and di- 


KineS" in Hou eres Scriptures. Whar ; IS It 
we look for, in poring over the Works, how 
exccllens ſever, of any uninſpired Author: ? 
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"Np it Knowledge, Truth, W ſdom, Confort, 
&c.? the Bible mult have the Preference gi- 
ven 1t by every confidering Man. The Law 
of the LOR D is perfect, converting the Soal; 
the Teftimon) of the LORD is ſure, making 
miſe the Simple; the Statutes of the LORD 
are riont, rejorcing the Heart ; the Command- 
ment of the LORD is pare, enlightening the 
Eyes; the Fear o the LORD: tis clean, eadu- 
Tins for ever; the Jad ments of the LO R D 
are true, and riohteous altogetier, Moreover by 
them ts thy Servant warned, and in keeping of 
them there is great Reward *, And as his 
Judoament, ſo was the Praftice of the pious 
Plalmilt, and anſwerably great was the 
Kenefit he reaped from thence, Hear him 
| ſpeaking for himſeli: O! how love 1 thy 
Law, 1 is my Meditation all the Day. Thou 
thro thy Commandments haſt made me wiſer thas 
my Enemies, for they are ever with me, I have 
| mnore Underſtanding than all my Teachers, for 
|: $07" $ eſtimonies are my Meditation, TI under- 
7 ſtand more than the Ancients, becauſe T keep thy 
 Precepts || What a poor Sign is it of a Chriſ- 
#1ass Veneration and Eſteem for the ſacred 
Wriungs, and of their Thankfulneſs ro GOD 


Ro 0s, 2's Fe, 0 ©, on, er A — 


is a 


a 


—_— 


| Pſalm xix. 7. 8. 9 
{ Plalin cxix, ' 97: 08. 
for 


£7 | tits end v_—_ o 4 


32 


for them, that they can ſuffer their Bibles 
to lic on their Shelves unopened, from one 
Day, Weet, Month to another, whileall the 
Time they. can ſpare is taken up in reading 
_ any petty trifling Books, Romazces, Plays, and 
« fuch like? Was this the End, my Brethren, 
of GOD, in revealing his Will unto us, in 
the ſacred Wrirings, that we ſhould keep 
our Bibles {as the Papiſts &o their muſty Re- 
es) inſhrin'd and untouch'd? Is this a 
Faitable Return ro GOD tor his fo great 
Goodneſs to us herein? II] leave it to your 
own Conſciences to anſwer. 


How viemraſfy allo ſhould we ſet our. 

 Felves? how earn; and zealous ſhould our 
'Endeavours be to prattife the Dartes enjoined 
'1n the Scriptures ? An holy Practice was 
'the Deſign and Era of the Scripture Reve- 
'Jation. GOD's Intention in making us 
'wiſe, vas to make us thereby good. "I'ruth 
"and Duty go Hand in Hand. Our Inte- 

. "reſt, higheſt, etexnal Intereſt lies here at 
'Stake. Rebellion againſt GOD, will be 

_- attended with unavoidable /Ruin and De- 
Aruction to ourſelves, We want no £Ex- 
© conuragerzent to Obedience, Our Reaſon 
conſents to the ſuitablenels of every Com- 
mand of GOD. KRepentance towards 

3 OD, through Faith in the Lord JzsuUs-- 

. ES rh iv. GUHRIASP 


' 
Of 
Pinan. 
. PE we, 
, © 'S 
©3065 


0c wn 4: —_ . D. A 


WP. 7 "4 
CrurisrT, will, we are aſured X obliterats 
all paſt Miſcarriages, The Spirit of GOD 
ftands ready, (os oar ſincere gs to the 
Throne of Grace for his Aid) to help our In- 


firmities, and aſi our Weakneſs: in our 


 futare Walk before G O D,  Ane& from 


Heaven there is held forth an immortal 


Crowa of Glory to reward our | perſevering 
-Study and Endeavour to pleaſe GOD. 
And what would we have more? What 


farther Spur and Motive can we deſire? 


Tt we wil} not reſolve and ftrive, upon 


_ theſe Arguments and Ercouragements, to. 


comply with the Will of GOD revealed, 
we may as well tarow away our Bibles, as 
expeCt to receive any good from them, If 


ye know theſe Thinss, - happy are ye, if ye do 


them Þ. 


Secondly. Sixcr we enjoy fo advanta-. 


Seous a Privilege as the Scripture Revela- 


tron, how much greater mult che ExpetFati-. 


ons of GOD be from us? and what a fad 


Account ſhall we have to give, if we have 


not ſuitably improved by it, in Knowledge 
and Virtue and Holineſs? It 1s an eternal 


Maxim of Equity and Juſtice, «#te whow- 
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ſoever much is given, of him ſhall be much ye- 


quived ; and to whom Men have committed much, 
of bim they will ask the more *, Hath GOD 
been pleaſed out of his abundant Goodneſs 
to us, to favour us with more and greater = 
Advantages for Wiſdom and Holineſs, than 
he hath vouchſafed to others ? He doth, he 

cannot bur look for an arſwerable Improve- 
ment from .us, Tt will not-be a ſajfctent 
Vindication of vs Chriſtians, in the Sight 
of GOD, that we know as much, and 


prattife a well as Heathens : No! we muft 


kaow more, and pratife better, or we dit- 


_ appoint the Almighty. 


_ Fox do but conſider, Chriſtian, the 


Difference GOD hath made between them 
and thee, in the Diſperſations of his Grace 
and Favour, and thou muſt certazaly give 
in to the Rzzhteonſneſs of GO D's Demands 
in this ReſpeQt; thou mul? ſee it to be 
vnbde<coming an All wiſe GOD, to pur 
them and thee on the ſame Level. They 
are left alfogetber to the Guidance and Di- 
rection of their own Reaſon. All the Light 


- they have, is borrowed from Nature, Their 
Reflettion on. the Works of GOP, and 
_ the+ Relation and Fitneſs of Fhings, is the 
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only Source, from whence their KnowledTe 


cal be derived, How careful and long muſt | 


their Searches be, ere they can arrive to 2 


competent Acquaintance with the ſeveral 
Parts of their Duty ? How diltgently mult | 
they revolve over in their own Miuds, and 
faithfully compare one Thing with another, 


1a order to ſee the RefſpefZ that they bear tg 
each other, rhar they might determine 
their ConduQt by it? This, 'tis manifeſt, 


muſt be the Work of Laouwr, and requue 
no {mall Expence of Tie, 


As a Mzz now, thou haſt the ſame 4s- 


vantezes they enzoy, But asa C'rijtian, thou 


Daſt this a4d::ioagl one, that thou cinſt, \ 
whenſoever, and as ofren as thou pleatoit, 


have Recourſe to the writtez Word of GOD, 


in which thou haſt a moſt compleat Syſtem 


of . thy Duty,”ia every Branch of ir, com- 
poſed ro thine Hands, Thou needelt do 
no more than open thy Bwle, and thou 


_ wilt ſee whatever is Good, and all that the 


LORD thy GOD requireth, of chee, 


_engraven in ſuch plain and large  Charac- 


ters, as to 'be legible to every Eye. 4e 
that Turs may read it, ; 


AND. cant thou imagine, Criſtian, 


when thou coatidereſt this,' that Jznorance 


1a thee is as excuſable, and will meet wich 
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the ſame Allowance from GOD. as in a 
poor Heathen? Haſt thou not the greateſt 
Reaſon to conclude, that as GOD hath 
vouchfafed unto thee greater Degrees of 
- Lighr, he will look to tind thee advanced 
to higher Degrces of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge? Mult not an Heathen, who by his 
indefatigable Care and Induſtry, hath ren- 
dred himſelf equally wiſe and knowing with 
 thyſe)}f, make thee bluſh 2nd be aſhamed, 
when ye ſhall both ſtand betore the Judg- 
ment-Sext of your commoa Creator and 
Governor? Since with the fame Care and 
Induſtry he uſed, thou muſt unavoidably 
have our-ſtripped him, ſuppoſing your 74+ 
Zural Parts equal. TE nt 08. ne 


AND :as our Kynonl:dge, fo muſt our 
Prattice of Virtue be more eminent than 
' The Heather's, or we ſhall not anſwer the 
Expectations.of GOD' from us. Suppo- 
| fing chat a Chriſten and an Heathen had 

equal Degrees of -Knowledge of their Duty 

communicated to them, yet inaſmuch as a 
_ Chriſtian hath more and ſtronger Arguments 
and Motives to comply with it, than an 
Heathen, GOD could not accept the ſame 
Meaſute of Obedience from both, with 
equal Satisfaction and Pleaſure, No ! the 
Heathen certainly, who without the Goſpel 
 Motives, proved as virtuous as the Chriſtian = 
| with 


C1 

with all his Motives, would be more pleas 
ſing to G OD, and Praiſe-worthy. We, 
#) Brethren, bave ſuch powerfu! Conſidera- 
tions to move us, as an Heathen muſt be 
ſuppos'd an utter Stranger to. He hath 
not the Aſſurazce of the forgiving Mercy 
of GOD, on Repentance, to excite him 
thereto, nor the Kyowledge 'of the redeeming 
Love of Cyurxisr TE $US, to conſtrain 
him to Obedience. He hath no Promiſe 
of ſupernatural Grace, of the Divine In« 
fluences of the Spirz! of GO D, to ſupport, 
encourage, and'comfort him in the Path of 
Virtue, nor the certazcz; Hope of a bleſſed 
Immortality, ro carry him on againſt all Difi- 

coity and Oppoſition, And will a miſe and juſt 
GOD, think we, make no Difference be- 
tween "kim and vs? Shall all thoſe Incite- 
| - ments to Goodneſs, which we have, not at 

all be conliJercd in Judgment? Will the 
 Jame Degree of Virtue in us, the ſame A4t- 

eabimentx 11 Holineſs, that an Heathen hath, 
pleaſe GOD? GOD doth nor, will nor 
beſtow tuch ſuperior Favours, and expect 


no Manner of Improvement of them. 


Bur, Chriſtizzs, ſhould we, after all 

. the Advantages of the Scripture Reve- 
lation, remain 4zperztently wicked ? Should 
we at the Great Day, be found ſtill in 
"ke Gal of Bitter 7, ani the Bonds of Intquity? 


4. 


Should 


( 54 ) 
Should we appear before the Tribural 'of 
CuaxisT, the Slaves of Sin, and 7ncorri- 
grbly vicious? Gocdd GOD! how ag- 
gravated will be our Gail: ? how inconcei- 
vably dreadful our Damnation? The State 
ctan Fleathes in the ſame vile and filthy 
Caſe will be comparatively happy in Re- 
ſpe& of ours. He was not fo ex/i2htened, nor 
"Taſted of th: Heavenly Gift, nor was made 
_ Partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, nor taſted of the 
good Word of GO D, wor the Powers of the 
World to come, He never ſinned therefore 
againft ſo clear a Light, nor ſo great Love, 
nor ſuch ſtrong Morives, as we (hall have 
'done. Our Doom therefore will be by far 
-More terrible, and our Z2/ ;ofinitely hotrer, 


"THAT this way of reaſoning under 
this Head, is every way agreeable to the 
- Senle of the Goſpel Revelation, I will leave 
you to:judge, when I ſhall have Jaid be- 
_ fore you the tollowing Texrs of Scripture. 
Tf ye love them which love you, what Remara 
bawe .je? do not even the Publicans the ſame? 
And if ye ſalute your Brethren only, what do. 
Je more than others *? Woe unto thee, Cho- 
Tazin; Woe anto thee, Bethſaida; for if the 
mighty Works, which were done 28 you, had been. 
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C1 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have rea 
pented long ago in Sackcloth and Aſhes, But 
4 ſay unto you, it ſhall be more tolerable for 
Tyre and Sidon, in the Day of Judgment, 
than for you, And thou Capernaum, which 
art exalted unto Heaven, (halt be brought down 
to Hell; for if the mighty Works, which bave 
been aone in thee, had been done in Sodom, 
it would have remained untill this Day, But 
ſay unto you, it ſhall 4e more tolerable for the 
Land of Sodom, in the Day of Judgment, than 
for thee *, The Men of Nineveh ſhall riſe up 
in the Judgment with this Generation, and ſhall 
condemn it ; for they repented at the Preaching 
of Jonas, ana behold a preater than Jonas is 
here ||. The Servant which knew his Lord's 
| Will, and prepared not himfelf, neither did ace 
cording to his Will, ſhall be beaten with many 
Stripes; bat be that knew wot, and did commit. 
Things worthy of Stripes, ſhall be beaten with 
few Stripes F, This is the Condemnation that 
Light ts come into the World, and Men loved 
Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds 
were Evil |, If I had not come and ſpoken 
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fv them, they had not had Sin, but now th PF 
 bave no Cloak for their Sin *, 


Fro wm all which Places it is evident, that 
GOD's Expectations from Men, are ans» 
ſwerable to the Adwantages he affordeth_ 
them; and their Puniſhment, if they mu- 
improve them, ſhall} be proportzonable; and 
foraſmuch, conſequently, as Chriſtians enjoy 
greater Advantages, he expects they ſhould 
do more than others; and if they do not, 

the more /evere will be their Puniſhment. 


Thirdly, How heartily ſhould we pity 

arid pray for thoſe, to whom G OD, in his 

Providence hath not ſeen fit to vouchſate 

this Revelation at all; and more eſpecially 
ſhould we pity and pray for thoſe, who tho? 
they have this ineſtimable Privilege pur in- 
to their Hands, undervalue jt, and turn 
| their Backs upon it. a. 


GOD ſeems at our firſt Creation to have 
implanted in our Conſtitution, a benevolent 
Diſpoſition towards all our fellow Creatures, 
and a 6ommiſerating Concern for all Objefts 
ef Miſery and Dittreſs, Our very Natures, 
unleſs we are ftrangely degenerate, will 
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egg us forward to do all that lies. in our 
Power, for the Relzef of ſuch. And if cheir 
Caſe appear rremeazable by us, we are na- 
turally inclined tro wih well unto them; to 
teſtiſy our compaſmmate Rezards unto them ; 
and fo far to ſerve them, as to recommend 
them to the Mercy of GOD, in our Addreſſes 
to him, This zataral Principle is exceed- 
iagly encouraged and ſtrengthened by the 
Example, and the exyre(s Command of GOD, 
in the Goſpel! Revel:tion, There we read 
our Saviour's Injunction to us, not only to 
love them which love us, but to love our Ene- 
mmies; to bleſs them that carſe 1s; to do 290d to 
them that hate us ; and to pray for them that 
deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecate us, upon this 
_ Conſideration, that we might appear fo be the 
Children of our Father, which is in Heaven; 
wiz9 maketh tne Sun to rife on the Evil and on 
the Good ; and ſeadeth his Rain on the Juſt, 
and ou the Unjuſt F, There we are exhort- 
ed, tio rejoice with them that do rejoice, ad 
to weep with them that weep ||. 


Tarts Concern ani Care, which we have, 
rowards the Welfare of others, {ſhould bein 
Proportion to their Straits and Exigencies ; and 
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rincipally regard their immortal, never-d ying 
hin Charity to the Souls of Men, 1s the mo{ 

excellent of all Charities. Their Bodzes are 
in their own Nature corruptible, and of 
neceſſicy will decay in Time, and moulder 
to Duſt; whilſt their 1mmaterial Spirits 
ſhall exiſt for ever, and will be happy or 
miſerable to all Eternity. Tae Intereſt of 
them therefore demands our higheſt Commi- 
ſeration and Pity, 


* 


 Axx we ſenſible of the exceeding great _ 
Benefit and Adyantage of the Scripture Re-_ 

velation to ouf Spiritual Intereſt? We can- 
- Not but be ſenſible of the exceeding great 
 Difficalties they labour under, who are deſ- 
titute of it. We have reaſon to be for ever 
thankful to GOD (as I intimated before) 
for his d:/t:ngnuiſying Goodneſs of Providence 
towards us 1n this Refpe(t, that he hath 
been pleaſed to communicate the Knowledge 
of it to us, whilft for certain, (ro be ſrre 
infinitely wiſe) Reaſons, he vouchiaferth not 
_ the Favour to the greatcr Part of our Race, 
tor whoſe U/e likewiſe it ſeems plainly to 
have been deſigned. GOD's Judgments 
Herein are waxſearchable, and his Ways paſt 
fiuaing out, Our Buſinefs is reverentially ro 
adore the Riches both of the Wiſdom and Ryow- 
leage of GOD, which to us is an exceeding 
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great Depth *, Yet, I think, in the midſt 
of our Praiſes and Thankſgivings ro GOD, 
we ſhould not forget to recommend to his 
merciful Regards, [as the common Pareat 
of all Mankind, and the gfrear Lover and 
Redeemer of Souls] the whole Humax Race; 
a World that lieth in Wickedneſs; and make 
it Matter of our earneſt Requelt to GOD, 
that his Way may be known upon Earth, and 
his ſaving Health among all Nations ||, That 
the People who now walk in Darkneſs may ſee 
the great Light of the Goſpel, and they rhat 
awell in the Land of the Shadow of Death, upon 
them this Light may {bine +. That the Earth 
may be full of the Knowledge of the LORD, 
as the Waters cover the Seas ,, That GOD 
would give CuriIsST for a Light wnto the 
Gentiles; that Cur1ST might be his 
Salvation anto the Ends of the Earth ©, 


Tris is Charity truly Haman, truly 
Chriſtian; whar becomes us as Mer, and. as 
the Diſciples of the bleſſed JEsvs, How 
muſt it raiſe our Bowels oir Pity and Com- 
paſſion, to conſider, that Jriadsof immor- 
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tal Souls, capable of "Migpingh or Miſery 
for ever, are now grop/ng their Way t 
BliG, amid(t thick Clouds of Darkneſs, and 
ſeeking m-LURD. 7 haply they might 
feet after him, and find him *? Whilſt” to 
us iS given the Knewledge of Salvation by the 
Remiſfion of our Sins, thro” the tend:r Mercy of 
our GOD, whereby the Day-Spring from on high 
bath wiſic 2 us, to guide our Feet into the Way 
of Peace ||. No other Way bave we to Fe 
preſs our Commiſeration for them, than by 
bearing them upon our Hearts, when we 
approach the Throne of Grace, and entreat- 
 1ng. the Father of Mercies, and. GON of 
all Grace, that we and they may be no 
longer two, but become one Fold under one 
 Shephe xd, the Lora JESUS CuxrIST d. 


Br' I cannot but 4 that T think there 
—are: greatcy ObjeCts of Piry, than the Hea- 
thens : I mean, the Dez/fs of this our Day, 
who having the ineftimable Privilege of the 
Croſpel Revelation put into their Hands, un- 
dervalue it, and turn their Backs unyon it, 
F heir Ca Tk I really take it, 1s far more dan- 
gerous, and their future Condition will be 
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of 4 reaſonable Being ; that they muſt frſt res 
nounte their rational Powers and Faculties, Ore 
they can receive ſuch a Religion, as a Divine 
Revelation, OE 


I ALLow there is too much Truth in 
the Objection. Were the particular Syſtems; 
bi! many fo greeazly embrac'd, and eagerly 
maintain'd, to be the Standard of the Chrit- 
tian Religion, I ſhould not at all wonder 
at the Increaſe of Infidelicy, But this is 
nothing at all to their Purpoſe ; neither 
can it poſſibly be any Plea for their Unbe- 
Hef ? Is Chriſtzanity thus monſtrouſly drefs'd 
up 1n the Scripture ? Can they there find any 
Foundation for thoſe azrea/onable Opinions 
complain'd of ? They cannot ſay and prove 
it. If not, is it not a very anreaſonable and 
unjuſt Condu@t in them to .reje a Divine 
Rewdlation, becauſe it hath been abuſed ? 


Or wull they ſay, that tho? there he nething 
in the Scriptures ingov ſiſtent with, or contrary 
to, the natural Notions ne have of GOD, 
and Moral Virtue, yet it doth not carry that 
external Evidence with it, as is ſufficient t0 c0n- 
wince them, that it is of Divine Authority ;; 
_ and if the Evidence be nat ſufficient, G OD can- 
. not expect it of them, that they ſhould have 
Faith is it, on 


_— 


But 
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B vr before they proceed to a upon this 
Way of Reaſoning, I would defire thent 


ſoberly ro conſider, whether they have ſuffi= 


ciently examined the Evidences of Divine 


Authority, that Chriſtianity carries along 
with it ; whether they do not infilt upon 


ſuch Evidence, as it 15 «anreaſonnble to de- 


mand; or whether culpable Prejudice, Paſ- 
ſion, or Luſt, have nor fo blinaed their Eyes, 
as to prevent their ſeeing the proper Evie 
dence of our Religion, One or other of 
theſe Things, TI fear, will be found to be 
at the bottom of Modern Deiſm. Our pre- 


ſent Takidels either have not diligently and 


carefully enough examined what Evidence 
the Goſpel can really ſhew for its D:vine 


 Authority.; or they expect ſuch Evidence, 


as the zature of the Thing will not admir 
of; or they are fo prepoſſe/s'd againſt it, or 


fo much under the Influence of corrupt 


AﬀeRtions, ,as to make them wilfuly ſhur 
their Eyes againſt the Light. For I can- 
not believe that the All-wife G O D would 


ever give and propoſe a* Revelation to the 
B:lief of his reaſonable Creatures, that ſhould 
not. be accompanied with proper Means of 
Convition. And as it was deſigned to be. 
of ftanding Uſe and Benefit ro all ſucceed- 


iog Generations of Mankind, how could it 


an{wer its End, it ever deſtitute of due Evi-_ 


deace? Wherever the Goſpel therefore comes, 
OO Me _ _ publiſhed 
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publiſhed in a kgs Manner (4nd that 
it is jo here in this Land of Liberty, 1 think 
20 doubt car be made) The Words of CHrxis rt 
JEsvs, in my Opinion, will hold as good, 
as when he ſpake 'them in Perſon upon 
Earth, If any Man will do his Wifl, be (hall 
know of the DoArine, whether it be o of GOD, 
or whether 1 7 Jponk of myſelf *, | 
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